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The Hampton Roads Community Foundation has awarded a $1 million grant to the Eastern Virginia Medical School Foundation to help EVMS build a new education and research building on its Norfolk campus. The 100,000-square-foot building will include classrooms, laboratories, training rooms, an auditorium and a cancer research center.

The grant, which will be paid over five years, supports an $80 million expansion of the medical school. With a critical shortage of physicians predicted for Virginia by 2020, the medical school’s goal is to create the facilities needed to educate more physicians. It currently has 451 students in its medical degree program and 427 studying for other health professional degrees. EVMS plans to increase enrollment in its M.D. program by 29% and in its 10 other programs by 37% by 2016.

This is the first grant awarded by the newly merged Hampton Roads Community Foundation. However, its support of the medical school dates back 46 years through one of its predecessor foundations. The Norfolk Foundation awarded its first grant to EVMS in 1964 to help create a master plan for a new medical school. The drive to start a medical school was spearheaded by community leaders in the 1960s who were alarmed by the lack of medical specialists in southeastern Virginia. 

The medical school opened in 1973 and has helped improve health care for Hampton Roads residents. Over the decades the foundation has awarded EVMS more than $2.1 million in grants to help fund new buildings and equip laboratories. The last grant for a new building was $250,000 awarded in 1998 to help construct the school’s Brickell Library. The foundation also has awarded nearly $795,000 in scholarships to 99 EVMS medical students. Those scholarships primarily come from the Florence L. Smith Medical Scholarship Fund.
The Hampton Roads Community Foundation formed on January 1 from a merger of The Norfolk Foundation and The Virginia Beach Foundation. It is Hampton Road’s largest grant and scholarship provider. 

